
Environmental Legislation  

 
1) NEPA = Nat. Environmental Policy Act (1969) 

Requires an Environmental Impact Statement (E.I.S.) for any 

project which receives Federal $ 

 

2) Energy Policy Act (of 1992)  

- Extends tax benefits to solar & wind-energy industries 

- Provides a subsidy (1.5 c per kw-h) to utilities for electricity 

produced by using renewable E-Resources. 

- Requires 75% of federally purchased cars and light trucks 

run on fuels such as natural gas, propane, ethanol, and 

methanol. 

- Prohibits oil and gas drilling in the arctic national wildlife 

refugee. 

- Among others 

 

3) Clean Air Act(s)  (’63, ’65, ’70, ’77, ’90) 

- Set standards for six (“The Six”) Criteria Pollutants 

(National Ambient Air Quality Standards) 

   - Particulates (PM)   - Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) 

   - Sulfur Dioxide (SO2)  - Ozone  (O3) 

   - Carbon Monoxide (CO)  - Lead  (Pb) 

 

   NO 2= Nitrogen Dioxide   

N 2O = Nitrous Oxide 

   NO = Nitric Oxide 

 

- Set limits of SO2 emitted by coal-fired (burning) power 

plants 

- Established SO2  -pollution permits 

- Sold on the Chicago Board of Trade 

 

4) RCRA = Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (1976) 

- Requires E.P.A. to I.D. hazardous wastes and set standards 

for their MGMT. 

- Provides guidelines and $-aid for states to established waste-

MGMT. Programs 



- Also requires all firms that store, treat, or dispose of more 

than 100 kg (220 lbs.) of haz. wastes per month to have a 

permit stating how such wastes are to be managed. 

 

5) CERCLA = Comprehensive Environmental Response,  

Compensation, and Liability Act = Super-Fund  (’80, 

’86, ’90) 

- I.D. / cleanup abandoned haz. waste dump sites & leaking 

underground tanks 

“Polluter-pays-Principles” 

 

6) FIFRA = Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Control Act 

(’72, ’75, ’78, ’88) 

- Requires all commercial pesticides be approved by the 

E.P.A. for general or restricted use. 

 

7) Lacey Act (1900) 

- Prohibits transporting live or dead wild animals or their parts 

across state borders without a Federal permit. 

 

8) Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp Act (1934) 

- Required waterfowl hunters to buy a Federal Duck Hunting 

License ($) sale of these permits goes to waterfowl research 

and purchase of land for waterfowl refuges. 

 

Question: What type of “Economic Solution/Approach” is this? 

 

9) Endangered Species Act (1973, ’82, ’85, ’88) 

- Authorizes the (NMFS) National Marine Fisheries Service 

to I.D. and list endangered and threatened ocean species 

- Authorizes the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to 

I.D. and list endangered /threatened species which are not 

under the authority of the NMFS. 

- These species cannot be hunted, killed, collected, or injured 

in the U.S. 

  (over 1,000 species on the U.S. list) 

 (with ~700 more species which live outside the U.S.) 

 

 

10) Taylor Grazing Act (1934) 



- Permit required and fees for use of Federal Grazing Lands 

limits on # livestock that could be grazed. 

 

11)Wilderness Act (1964) 

- To preserve large expanses of pristine lands 

 

12)Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (1968) 

- Preservation of ; no development of  

 

13)Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (1977) 

- Requires reclamation of lands mined 

 

14)Clean Water Act (1977) (1987) 

- Mandates water standards for the nation  

 

 

 


